
The Department of Cinematography runs a 3-year Master’s program in English, providing 

both theoretical and practical instruction for the highest qualification of Director of 

Photography in movies and TV alike. The applicants are required to have completed a 

Bachelor’s degree at a college with a similar or related focus, possibly accompanied by 

practical experience with filmmaking, and are expected to demonstrate their knowledge 

of English at B2 level on the basis of the Common European Framework of Reference for 

languages (CEF). 

 

THE APPLICATIONS FOR 2020/2021 OPEN IN DECEMBER 2020. 

 

The deadline for the applications for the admissions for the academic year 2020/2021 is 

January 31, 2020. 

 

The admission procedure has two stages.  

In the first stage, the members of the admission committee evaluate the submitted 

materials: 

1. Work Samples    

A – Photographic poem to celebrate HOME (10 to 12 

landscape format photos, black and white),  

  B – Handkerchief Storyboard (a photo storyboard for a 

specifically assigned narrative.  15 photos, black and white or 

colour, with a description of the situation and technical 

specifications),  

  C – Free Photographs (a representative set of 10 photos 

characterising the applicant’s photographic work so far. 

Landscape photos only (like a film frame)  

  D - Film in which the Applicant acted as the Director of 

Photography:  The Applicant is free to choose any of 

his/her projects completed so far. The video must be in 

MPEG-4 AVC format (codec H.264) 

 

2. Creative Art Test (The Applicant is asked to create two collages on A4 sheets of 

paperboard and then photograph them.  The collages shall express two different 

to contradictory notions based on the options stipulated by the assignment.  The 

Applicant shall choose a pair of words and express the meaning of the words 

through a pair of collages, each collage expressing one word. The collage shall 

consist of abstract shapes, or the Applicant may use elementary shapes (symbols) 

like asterisks, eyes, palm of the hand etc. The Applicant shall choose the colour 

range and composition to help express the notions concerned. The collage shall be 

created by cutting, tearing and gluing coloured or black-and-white paper patches 

on the paperboard.  

 

3. Essay WHY DO I WANT TO STUDY CINEMATOGRAPHY AT FAMU? 

Max. 2 pages A4 format, approx. 900 words 

 

 

The Committee shall observe in particular: elementary knowledge of the filmmaking 

craft, general knowledge in the field of fine arts, ability to convey information and stories 

by means of photography, ability to structure the visual storytelling and to express the 

plot flow visually without any verbal commentary. The evaluation is in the form of points 

awarded by each member of the committee to the individual categories of submitted 

works. In the first round, the Practical Work Samples receive 70 points as a maximum 

and 40 points as the minimum required for eligibility to Stage Two.  The Creative Art test 

is scored by a maximum of 10 points and the minimum needed for eligibility to the Stage 

Two is 5 points.  

 



Based on this assessment, applicants are invited to Stage Two of the admission 

procedure – interviews which will be conducted via Skype. Applicants will be informed of 

their Stage One results within 8 days of the deadline.  Skype admission interviews will 

take place on February 14, 2020. (Internet connection with a minimum transmission rate 

of 8 MBPS will be necessary for successful data transmissions during the interview.)  

The Skype interview is aimed at verifying the applicant’s general knowledge of 

cinematography, talent, motivation, and suitability for the CIN KK study program. The 

committee will evaluate: the submitted materials (work samples - A, B, C, D and essay), 

the ability to answer the questions related to them, general cultural orientation, 

motivation and supporting documents. The scoring of applicants follows the point ranges 

as below: 

 

2nd round    

    Maximum Minimum  Note 

Work Samples  70  40  transferred from Stage 1 

Creative art test  10  5  transferred from Stage 1 

Learning propensity  30  15 

Essay    15  10 

 

TOTAL   125  70 

 

The applicants with the highest points score in second round of the entry exams will be 

admitted within the maximum program capacity set for the given year. 

 

The maximum number of accepted applicants for academic year 2020/2021 is 8. 

 

The applicants will be informed about the result of Stage Two of the admission procedure 

within 5 working days following the interview; the decision about the admission will be 

issued within 30 days following the interview. 

 

The Dean of FAMU  can decide about the additional admission of the applicants 

who reached the number of points above the minimum but were not be 

accepted due to capacity reasons in a given year, in case that there is a vacancy 

caused by resignation of any already admitted applicant.  In such case, the 

preference is given to the applicants with the higher points score achieved in 

the second round. 

 

  


