Concept of a Candidate for the Academic Senate of FAMU
Jan Cadek, a 3rd-year student at the Department of Production, FAMU

I am a third-year student at the faculty, and during this short yet intensive period, I have
developed a very strong bond with it. For the first time in my life, I fully perceive how the
environment in which I spend most of the year shapes and influences me. Thanks to FAMU, I
have gained great friends whom I wish to have close to me for the rest of my life. It is precisely
this personal connection that instills in me a sense of importance in caring for the faculty,
particularly in caring for the current and future students.

I am running for the FAMU Academic Senate Student Chamber in a by-election. This is a very
specific situation, as the faculty will soon be facing the election of the Dean for the next term.
My potential senatorial mandate, which would last only less than a month, would consist almost
exclusively of participating in said election and reinforcing the will of the Academic Senate. To
many, my candidacy might seem purposeful. Therefore, I have to state that my primary goal is
not to participate in the decision of who will be the head of the faculty for the next four years
(although this is an essential moment), but to work for the long term, the result of which should
be the improvement of the educational environment. To give my intention sufficient weight, I
am running at this exposed time.

Apart from my studies, I consider my greatest initiative to be the creation of the Department of
Scriptwriting and Dramaturgy's Work Repository, which was created in collaboration with the
workshops of the Departments of Production, Directing and the aforementioned Scriptwriting.
The aim was to deepen cooperation between students and to raise awareness of unrealized
works of various formats and genres. I would like to continue this initiative and expand its
scope to other departments as well.

Similarly, I would like to conceive my involvement in the Academic Senate and look for ways
to further connect the various disciplines. I realize that if elected I would be a representative of
the entire student body, and therefore I would like to give attention to departments that are not
directly related to film studies, although they are an important part of our faculty. Good
examples are student initiatives organised from below - e.g. informal meetings and
presentations of school and extra-curricular activities, exhibitions, screenings, but also, for
example, the recent initiative to form a team for the Czech Academic Games 2024. The School
should support such activities as they contribute to the overall student well-being. They are
great examples of community building irrespective of the department and thus strengthen the
unity of our faculty.

Another significant issue that is resonating more and more strongly is the question of the
amount of practical exercises and production capacities of the FAMU Studio. I want to start a
wider debate about whether the facilities and technical capacities are adequate for this number.

At the end of my concept, I want to make a clear promise that, if elected or not, I will run in the
regular by-election for the full term, so that I can make the proposals that will come to me from
all the students.



